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Course Condition Update: The Grass is Greener 

Many of you are probably getting tired of hearing those all-too-familiar words, 

“cart path only.” We are too. However, for how much bad weather we’ve gotten 

this year, the conditions are pretty impressive. Just a month ago, the Thursday 

night leagues were weathering 40 degrees with high winds and a little bit of 

snow to boot. After that, we had about two weeks of nice weather, followed by 

a weeks-long monsoon. Some areas are still very wet, but we can look forward 

to that drying out and being able to get back to normal conditions soon. 

Greens are firming up, starting to roll faster, and definitely starting to roll more 

true. Once it gets a little drier, we will begin our topdressing program, grooming, 

and verticutting more regularly. This, combined with the aeration we just 

completed, will give us the best putting surfaces we’ve ever had, due to being 

able to decrease thatch within the grass. This summer, look forward to our 

greens being faster, smoother, and more consistent than ever before. 

We will also be moving forward with our plan to level out our tee boxes. Many 

have commented that it is ridiculous to tee off from an uneven lie, and we 

agree. Soon, we will begin closing the worst tee boxes, raising the sprinklers, 

leveling the surfaces, and seeding them one at a time. 

One improvement you may have noticed in the early part of this year is the 

significant tree removal work we did over the winter. Some significant spots we 

did work are on 14 & 15 of the Heritage overlooking the lake, between holes 9 

and 10 on the Heritage, on hole 16 of the Heritage, and a few other spots off the 

sides of fairways. On top of opening up some beautiful views, this thinning will 

help our turf to get more sun and air circulation to grow better. Also, we had 

been having some problems with bluegrass weevils coming from the bushes 

behind Heritage 14 green and damaging the putting surface, but we were able 

to take care of that with our tree removal project. 

One last order of business: the new bunkers. They are still very soft, but they are 

starting to settle little by little. We are getting new maintenance equipment to 

leave them more packed for play. Like any course improvements, these bunkers 

will take time to settle down. In the meantime, I can share with you the key to 

success out of them. Open the face as much as you can—to the point the face is 

pointed straight up—and commit to making a nice big swing to a full follow 

through. This activates your wedge’s bounce and the ball will come out like a 

dream. 
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Upcoming Events: 

-  6/5 Cleveland/Srixon Demo 
Day and Ball Fitting 

- 6/20 Women’s Clinic 

- 6/22 Craft Beer Scramble 

- 6/24 Family Day 

- 6/26-6/28 Junior Golf Camp 

- 6/29 Mixed Couples 9 & Dine 

- 6/30-7/1 Member-Guest 

- 7/4 Red, White, & Blue 

- 7/11 GAP Central Senior Series 

- 7/15 Cleveland/Srixon Demo 
Day and Ball Fitting 

- 7/23 GAP Central Junior 
Series 

- 7/27 Craft Beer Scramble 

- 7/28-7/29 Club Championship 

- 8/6 World’s Largest Golf 
Outing 

- 8/10-8/12 White Deer 
Invitational 

White Deer Golf Course is the proud recipient of Billy Casper Golf’s 2017 

award for “Most Improved Golf Course” 

Golf Industry Hot Trends 

Across the golf world, there are a few new products for 2018 that have everyone talking. One example lies in Titleist’s updates 

to its golf ball line. New for this year are the AVX and the TourSoft, gone are the NXT Tour and NXT Tour S. The AVX is meant 

to be a complement to the Pro V1 and Pro V1x, with softer feel, a lower flight, and lower driver spin. It comes off the face of 

irons like a rocket and feels good on and around the greens, also coming in yellow to help you find it in the rough! While the 

NXTs will be dearly missed by all of us, the TourSoft is a fantastic replacement and even comes at a slightly lower price. The 

TourSoft feels great, flies far, and has better than average spin coming into the greens. Both new balls are stocked in our golf 

shop! 

Also hot are new drivers and woods from Taylormade, Callaway, and Ping. Taylormade delivers, as always, with its M3 and M4 

with their new twist face technology and great feel. Callaway’s Rogue is a fantastic sequel to last year’s Epic, with even slightly 

better performance. Ping’s G400 has also been gaining traction because of its groundbreaking improvements in forgiveness. 

The G400 available in our shop, and our golf pro Sean can place orders to get you any equipment you need in a matter of a 

few days. 

Outside of equipment, a lot of buzz is circulating around the new rule changes for 2019. Some of these include allowing 

players to putt with the flagstick in and fix spike marks on greens, giving the option not to go back to the tee for a lost ball, and 

a reduction on the time to search for a ball. Contrary to some opinions out there, these rule changes are not in effect yet. They 

will go into effect January 1st  

Mulligans Update: The Door and More 
A lot of you have probably noticed the new door that connects Mulligan’s to the Pro 

Shop, but that is not the only big news for Mulligan’s this year. The door, the handiwork 

of our very own buildings manager Dave Fry, was installed this past winter to make it 

easier to move around within the clubhouse. We decided it was ridiculous to have to go 

through 3 doors to get between the shop and the restaurant, so we solved that problem, 

also making it easier to have food and beverage on slower days due to our new ability to 

have Mulligan’s open without needing to staff it fully. 

Additionally, Mulligan’s has an updated menu with many hot new items to try. From new 

creations to our restaurant’s staples, this year’s menu is certainly tasty. We’ve also 

brought on a host of fantastic cooks this year, preparing fantastic food and doing it very 

efficiently. Orders are hitting the plate remarkably quickly this year, so don’t worry about 

having to wait very long for that food you’ve been dying for! 

Our feature for this newsletter the Carolina Pulled Pork Sandwich. It is a big sandwich 

with even bigger flavor. We made sure to get everything right—the preparation of the 

pork, the sauce, and even the toasting and flavoring of the bun. It pairs very well with 

our new beer-battered fries, which have a perfect texture and a taste so good that they 

don’t need too much salt.  
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Meet the Staff: William Knauth 
 
Each newsletter, we will be introducing you to a member of our team here at 
White Deer. For this issue, we introduce William Knauth. He has been a 
staple in the Pro Shop for about 9 months now, but he has been around for 
long before that. He began his career at White Deer as a 9-year-old, being 
dropped off every day in the summer to walk 36 holes a day with $5 for 
lunch. Today, he is working in the shop, and you can always tell whether he is 
here by looking for his minivan in the Club Champion spot. In addition to 
that, he is a reigning champion of the White Deer Invitational and Member-
Member, and has won many of the former NCPGA’s Junior Tour events as 
well as 3 PIAA District 4 championships. He loves to compete in high level 
events and qualifiers for tournaments like the US Open as well as the 
Thursday night league.  
 
In addition to golf, William is a staple in Williamsport’s music community as a 
violinist. He is a member of the Williamsport Symphony Orchestra and 
formerly played for Williamsport Area High School as Concertmaster of the 
orchestras and as a member of the Strolling Strings. On top of playing plenty 
of classical music, he also enjoys playing Rock and Jazz, occasionally plugging 
in with an electric violin. 
 
In the fall, William will be attending Carnegie Mellon University in Pittsburgh 
to study physics. He might be playing golf for the Carnegie Mellon Tartans as 
well, but it depends on whether the coach lets him on the team. He hopes to 
graduate in 4 years with both a bachelor’s and a master’s degree. 
 
Here at White Deer, our mission is to provide a fun and enjoyable golf 
experience for our employees, clients, and guests. William aims to do that by 
applying his years of familiarity with White Deer and its golfers from a 
player’s perspective to approach every situation with the question of “As a 
golfer, what do I want to see happen?” For William, White Deer Golf Course 
is home, and he would love nothing more than to see it reach its full 
potential. 
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Member Recognition 
Happy birthday to Pete Reasner, who just shot 83 on his 83rd birthday! 
Known for shooting the occasional round right around level par and 
snatching all the closest to the pins, this may not be a record low round 
for such a stud that Pete is, but to shoot your new age on your birthday is 
always something to celebrate. Happy birthday Pete! 

We’d also like to give a special shoutout to Bill Jones. Bill has been a 
great member here for many years, but nowadays he has been taking on 
plenty of responsibilities to make this place better for everyone. In 
addition to his playing schedule, he has been running and scoring our 
Retirees League that plays on Wednesday and Thursday morning, 
basically living behind our administrative desk in the office. This is on top 
of heading up the Grasshoppers, making deals with all of the area’s 
courses to give their Monday morning group of seniors special 
opportunities to play at a low price. He continues to make a positive 
impact on our golfing community on a daily basis. Well done Bill! 

 

Quick Tip for a Better Swing 

One of the most common faults 

out there is falling off balance. 

Balance is one of the most 

important components in a golf 

swing, but if often gets overlooked. 

Staying on balance not only 

improves consistency, but also 

improves your power, accuracy, 

and confidence.  

To stay in balance think about this: 

when turning in your backswing, 

allow your weight to shift into your 

right heel (for a right handed 

player). Then when swinging 

through, let your weight flow into 

your left toes. Avoid falling back 

into your heels in your through 

swing, as this is what causes people 

to “come out of it” or “pick their 

head up.” Having your weight 

moving diagonally from your right 

heel to your left toes in the 

downswing promotes a solid base 

and a proper weight shift, two of 

the biggest keys for power and 

consistency. Additionally, doing 

this feels better and more athletic, 

leading to more confidence over 

the ball. 

Our overall outlook is good. In the past two years, we have made 
fantastic strides in our course conditions, staffing, fiscal 
responsibility, and service to our golfers. Our investments are 
beginning to pay off, and we are looking forward to a fantastic 
golfing season. We expect to turn a profit for the county this 
year, the first time in a very long time, despite having such rough 
weather to begin the year, and that speaks volumes about our 
ability to be stable going into the future.  

- White Deer Staff 

White Deer GC 

352 Allenwood Camp Ln 
570.221.9116 
info@whitedeergc.com 
 
Find us on the Web: 
www.whitedeergc.com 


